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REBELLIOUS AND DEFIANT CHILDREN1
(i934)
THIS subject concerns everyone, since all children at one time
or another and in one way or another are rebellious and defiant.
Some children are markedly so throughout the whole of their
development; it becomes their characteristic way of responding
to all adults and authorities. They show defiance and hate more
continuously, more intensely, or with less obvious provocation
than most others, and the mode of behaviour may become a
settled response in adult life. The extreme cases are delinquent
children and habitual adult criminals,
I am concerned to-night mainly with open rebellion. Many a
violent revolution goes on behind a docile front, and never shows
itself openly. The too-good child is usually welcome at home and
easily overlooked in school, whatever his age. He may, however,
be in a more serious psychological state than the frankly defiant
child, and his way of dealing with his feelings may ultimately
lead to severe mental illness. We have more reason to be troubled
about him than about the rebels, except in very marked cases.
EXAMPLES AND AGE DIFFERENCES
Rebelliousness and defiance are, however, normally character-
istic of certain periods of development in healthy children.
E.g. (a) iri the second and third years: the study of temper
tantrums, which appear as extreme expressions of defiance,
shows that there is a high peak on the curve of incidence in the
second and third years, (b) Again at seven to eight years, when
children go through a period of special anxiety which issues in
defiance and rebellion. This anxiety is in part at least connected
with the second teething.2 (<?) In early adolescence, when defiance
and rebelliousness are probably shown in their most dramatic
1A lecture given to a general public audience at the Institute of Psycho-Analysis
1934. Not previously published.
2 Note (1947). See Gesell; The Child from Five to Ten. 1947.
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